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they sufficiently shewed their good-will; and confirmed the
common charge laid at their door; that a Scottish or
northern Presbyterian hates our Episcopal Established
Church more than Popery itself. And, the reason for this
hatred, is natural enough; because it is the Church alone,
that stands in the way between them and power, which
Popery doth not.

Upon this occasion I am in some doubt, whether the
political spreaders of those chimerical invasions, made a
judicious choice in fixing the northern parts of Ireland for
that romantic enterprize. Nor, can I well understand the
wisdom of the Presbyterians in countenancing and confirm-
ing those reports. Because it seems to cast a most infamous
reflection upon the loyalty and religious principles of their
whole body: For if there had been any truth in the matter,
the consequence must have been allowed, that the Pre-
tender counted upon more assistance- from his father's
friends the Presbyterians, by choosing to land in those very
parts, where their number, wealth, and power most pre-
vailed ; rather than among those of his own religion. And
therefore, in charity to this sect, I rather incline to believe,
that those reports of an invasion were formed and spread
by the race of small politicians, in order to do a season-
able job.

As to Popery in general, which for a thousand years past
hath been introducing and multiplying corruptions both in
doctrine and discipline; I look upon it to be the most
absurd system of Christianity professed by any nation. But
I cannot apprehend this kingdom to be in much danger
from it. The estates of Papists are very few; crumbling
into small parcels, and daily diminishing. Their common
people are sunk in poverty, ignorance, and cowardice, and
of as little consequence as women and children. Their
nobility and gentry are at least one-half ruined, banished, or
converted: They all soundly feel the smart of what they
suffered in the last Irish war. Some of them are already
retired into foreign countries; others as I am told, intend to
follow them; and the rest, I believe, to a man, who still
possess any lands, are absolutely determined never to hazard
them again for the sake of establishing their superstition.
If it hath been thought fit, as some observe, to abate of the